
  

  

Volume 26  Issue 3Volume 26  Issue 3  Winter 2010Winter 2010  
Alumni, Development and School News 

Grand Island St Mary’s/Central Catholic SchoolsGrand Island St Mary’s/Central Catholic Schools  

Update Updateee   Update 
A   Dickens  of  a  Knight  2010 

     The 13th Annual Knight Dinner and Auction was held  for the first 
time at Central Catholic on November 20th.   
     A Dickens of a Knight was the theme for this year’s event.  A record 
setting 545 people attended with 30 corporate sponsors. 
     The Knight 2010 was chaired by past GICC parents Randy and 
Cheryl Kosmicki and included their can-do committee of Aaron and 
Michele Kelly, Neal and Judy Jacobs, Rod and Karen Rieke,  Janiece 
Jones, Tracy Noble, Becca Heidelk, Carole Ostdiek, Lisa Albers, Pam 
Van Heuflin, Dawnita Buck, Denise Wirth, Wayne Wiens, Tim and Jean 
Vaughn,  and the new MC this year, Ty Benton. 
     Special thanks to Neal Jacobs for painting the stairwell and for all of 
the “fix-ups”, as well as Karen Rieke and Judy Jacobs and their crew 
who have sewn all of the new draperies for the Knight, a huge savings 
for Central!   
     This year’s winner of the $10,000 calendar drawing was Clyde Meis.  
Jane Ball ’60  of Omaha won the diamond earrings, Mike Redman won 
the TV and Stephanie Schaefer ‘97 Connick won the necklace.   

Thanks to Jeff Richardson of BALZ and Diane Kucera of Country Cater-
ing for their excellent food and drinks. 
     Special thanks also to Dawn Zulkowski, Chelsey Evans, Jeremy 
Houdek, Shawn Ruzicka, Seth Wardyn, Jamie Partington, Austin Moran, 
and Venesa Wragge, Gayle Hogeland and Norma Juarez for their art-
work that added additional Dickens flair.  Special thanks to the Grand 
Island area for the many donated auction items as well as every florist in 
town who provided all of the centerpieces and greenery.  See also the 
back of this report for a list of the record number of corporate sponsors.  
The Knight Committee and Crews provided an elegant event that will 
long be remembered.  There were likely more than 150 volunteers who 
made the event run smoothly.  Their example to our young students that 
anything is possible with faith and hard work is immeasurable.  And now 
while things settle in the Foundation Office and the numbers are tallied,  
our minds begin to wander…. Just what will they come up with in 2011? 
     But for now…God Bless Us Everyone!  And Thank You!!! 
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   Bob and Pat Golka moved to Grand 
Island in 1961, and their experiences 
with large families came from their 
own upbringings. Bob was the sec-
ond youngest of seven siblings grow-
ing up on a farm outside Ord, Ne-
braska. He was the first of the seven 
to attend and graduate from college. 
He graduated from the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) after at-
tending a business school in Omaha 
and serving in the Army. Pat grew up 
as one of thirteen Ostdieks from 
Lawrence, Nebraska. All thirteen 
graduated from college, twelve from 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
The University recognized the Ost-
diek family when the youngest 
graduated. The Hubert C. and Louise 
C. Ostdiek Scholarship was estab-
lished by these siblings honoring 
their parents and the importance they 
placed on an education. This scholar-
ship annually helps 28 students at-
tend UNL. 
   Bob and Pat met while attending 
college at UNL. Bob started working 
in Grand Island as an engineer for the 
Bureau of Reclamation. Growing up, 
all I knew was that Dad was a 
“damn” engineer. Only when I got 
older did I realize that Dad actually 
engineered dams and waterways as 
his job with the government. This 
small piece of information made it 
easier to tell people what my dad’s 
job was and be proud of it. Needless 
to say, the influence of education was 
an important component early on in 
my life. Pat had an education degree. 
She was endorsed to teach Physical 
Education and Business classes. Peg 
Ley was her Business teacher in high 
school. Bob Ley coached many of 
her siblings. As many of you know, 
Bob and Peg moved to Grand Island 
and began teaching at Central Catho-
lic after teaching in Lawrence. Peg 
taught some of the older Golka sib-
lings before retiring. I was fortunate 
to be one of them. (How old does Peg 
feel right now while reading this?) 
Pat started teaching part-time at Cen-

tral Catholic and was the first girls’ 
physical education teacher. Her 
teaching career was interrupted be-
fore the birth of their third child. She 
finally got back into education when 
their last child went to kindergarten. 
She was the seventh grade through 
adult Director of Religious Education 
at St. Leo’s Catholic Church for 
eleven years. She returned to Central 
Catholic as a Theology teacher in 
1998 until she retired in 2007. 
   I was her boss from 1996 until her 
retirement. It sure was nice to draw 
on my experiences while growing up 
to make decisions in my job. When 
Pat (Mom) asked to do something or 
wanted some time off, I could say to 
her, “Remember when you would not 
let me do ….”. Saying no was so 
much easier. Revenge as an adult was 
not as sweet as I thought it would be 
while growing up. All kidding aside, 
it was rewarding to be able to work 
with my mom at Central Catholic. 
   Bob and Pat have ten children. 
They carried on the tradition of a 
large family as many Catholic fami-
lies at that time did. The older ones 
attended St. Mary’s Grade School 
before it closed in 1975. All their 
children have graduated from Central 
Catholic. Ron (’80), John (’81), Barb 
(’83), Jim (’85), Cindy (’86), Jean 
(’87), Greg (’88), Sheri (’89), Gary 
(’94) and Tim (’95). Education was 
always an important part of our up-
bringing. We were all able to make 
our own decision after graduating 
from high school on a career. It was 
not surprising that further education 
was part of the equation. Ron went 
into accounting and is the CFO at 
Bosselman Inc. in Grand Island. John 
went into education and is the princi-
pal at Grand Island Central Catholic. 
Barb went into nursing and works for 
a physician at Internal Medical Asso-
ciates in Grand Island. Jim studied 
Theology and is a Grand Island Di-
ocesan priest in North Platte. Cindy 
became a Social Worker and works 
for Child Savings Institute in Omaha. 

Jean studied business administration 
and is working in enterprise, govern-
ance, risk and compliance for RFA 
Security in Kansas City. (None of us 
really know what she does.) Greg 
went into education and teaches The-
ology at Omaha Marion High School. 
Sheri studied business and works at 
Council Bluffs Savings Bank. Gary 
studied computer science and mathe-
matics and works for Cargill as an IT 
manager supporting their financial 
applications in Minneapolis/St. Paul. 
(We do not know what he does ei-
ther.) Tim followed Dad into engi-
neering and works for Olsson Associ-
ates in Grand Island. 
   The tuition at Central Catholic and 
the various colleges was sure to put a 
financial burden on my parents as we 
were growing up. I cannot ever re-
member going without something. 
We always had what we needed. I 
can also clearly remember how every 
week my parents would write out a 
check, put it in an envelope, and drop 
it in the collection plate when we 
went to Mass. Tithing was important 
to them, and they indicated this was 
the reason we always had what we 
needed. My dad was and still is in-
volved in the Knights of Columbus. 
Many of our childhood memories 
include helping with service projects 
or going to the Knights of Columbus 
hall for some event. They taught us 
how faith, tithing and helping others 
are intertwined in our spiritual life. 
They lived what they taught and 
instilled in each of us the importance 
of not just education, but a Catholic 
education. They were our primary 
teachers. They took the Baptismal 
vow of educating each of us in the 
Catholic faith seriously. They 
enlisted the help of a Catholic school 
to reinforce what they were teaching 
us at home. 
   Becoming a good Catholic does not 
happen overnight. Growing up in a 
large family can provide numerous 
opportunities to work on being a 
good Catholic. There are many obsta-
cles that can trip you up along the 
way. This is usually what results in 
visits to the confessional. You should 
actually change the diaper before 
telling your mother you already did. 
You learn where not to hit your sister 
when you are upset with her. You 
learn that Mom really does have eyes 
in the back of her head. You learn not 
to snap the hat holder at St. Mary’s 
disturbing everyone at Mass as the 
noise echoes through the church. You 
learn not to hit your younger brother 
as hard as your older brother because 
it hurts him more. You learn not to 
teach your younger siblings to stick 

things in the electrical outlets. You 
learn to put clothes on your younger 
sibling after giving him a bath and 
before he goes running out the door 
and down the street resulting in a 
visit to your parents from Health and 
Human Services. You learn not to 
call your brother “Baldy” while he is 
getting his hair cut because it might 
actually happen when it is your turn. 
You learn how to share when five 
boys share one bedroom for the sum-
mer while each girl gets her own 
room. (We are still trying to figure 
out how that happened.) You learn 
you cannot get away with anything 
because there were too many eyes 
that saw what happened. After you 
leave home, you find out that your 
siblings actually care about you and 
that they were not as bad as you 
thought while growing up. Maturity 
has a way of helping you appreciate 
what you had and how invaluable it 
was to who you have become. 
   I am sure I can speak on behalf of 
my siblings regarding what an impact 
Catholic education had on our lives. 
Many of us are sending our own 
children to a Catholic school if one 
exists where we live. I will speak 
briefly of my own experience. I was 
able to attend St. Mary’s Elementary 
School. I walked into Central Catho-
lic as a seventh grader as the doors to 
St. Mary’s and Blessed Sacrament 
Elementary Schools closed. I gradu-
ated from Central Catholic in 1981. 
The first five years of my twenty-
three year education career were 
teaching and coaching at Central 
Catholic. I am currently in my four-
teenth year as the principal. I have 
chosen Catholic education as my life 
work because of my experiences and 
upbringing. Heck, if Cathy Howard 
and the Kayls can do this, what better 
examples could I choose to follow. (I 
am just buttering Cathy up because 
she has to proof this when I am done. 
I just hope there is not as much red 
ink this time as there was on my 
papers when I was a student sitting in 
her class.) 
   After attending, teaching, coaching 
and now being a principal in a Catho-
lic school, I want to pass on what I 
have had the privilege of experienc-
ing. I hope my children appreciate 
the experiences of a Catholic educa-
tion as much as I did. Brian gradu-
ated from Central Catholic in 2009 
and Brianna will graduate this year in 
2011. All I can say is, “Thank you, 
Mom and Dad, for all you did! You 
were wonderful teachers and models 
of our Catholic faith!” 
 

Growin’ up Golka 
 

 

By John Golka ‘81 

The Golka Family 
Front: Cindy, Gary, Pat, Bob, Tim, Barb 
Back:  Jean, Greg, Ron, John, Jim, Sheri 
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     Back in the 70's and 80's at Central Catholic, 
there was never any thing better than pouring out 
your heart to school librarian Mary Walkowiak. 
     Whether you went to the library for a  good 
book, a little study time, or just a good talk with 
“Mrs. W”, as the kids called her, the library was a 
safe haven. 
     Boys flashed her the friendly “V” for victory 
sign every time they entered the library, and she 
flashed it right back.  Everyone knew they had a 
motherly friend in Mrs. W. 
     “I never raised my voice unless I had to,” Mary 
recalls about her 15 years as GICC’s librarian.  
“My mother told me once, ‘When you’ve lost your 
temper, you’ve lost the battle!’ ‘’ 
     The library was a companionable place.  Fred 
Nabity and his buddy would saunter in every day 
to struggle over the crossword puzzle.  Mary re-
members Fred’s frustration one day with a five-
letter word for “money.” 
     “Try ‘mulah’,” Mary suggested. 
     Fred was furious to discover it worked.  “How 
would I ever know that?” he sputtered.  “I’m not 
some old guy!” 
     Mary also marvels at her old friend, Pat Kayl.  
A staunch Bill O'Reilly fan, Mary lives and 
breathes her Republican values.  She has never 
forgotten the day Pat Kayl visited with her in the 
library and told her there were people behind the 
scenes working to create a world government.  
"And just look at what's happening in our govern-
ment today!" she exclaims.  In Mary's eyes, Pat 
Kayl is a wise prophet. (Hopefully, he'll never 
reveal in Mary's hearing that he's a Keith Olber-
mann disciple.) 
     Mary laughs at all the memorable little daily 
glimpses of life in the library.  Sometimes, though, 
the kids tested her.  When she made a regular habit 
of checking a table of large senior boys to make 
sure they were studying, one of the boys said to 
her, “You don’t like boys, Mrs. W.” 
     She was astonished.  “Why would I have four 
of them if I didn’t like them?” 
     Mary and her husband of 59 years, Dave, raised 
four sons and five daughters and sent all of them 
to Central Catholic.  “We’d put a little money 
down for tuition in the fall,” she said, “and pay the 
rest in the spring with our income tax refund!” 
     But Mary wasn’t just a mother to her own nine.  
She was a mother to every kid at Central Catholic, 
too.  Deb Brown (‘79) Durning recalls her painful 
senior year of high school when her mother was 

dying. 
     "Even though Mrs. W was busy, she always 
had time for me," Deb recalls.  "If ever I needed a 
gentle smile or a soothing and reassuring voice, I 
knew all I had to do was go to the library.  A lot of 
years later, I ran into her once, and she flashed that 
wonderful smile of hers.  After we talked, I 
walked away with a little bounce in my step.  I've 
always loved Mrs. W!" 
     Mary consoled the Pfeifer children - Kim, 
Chuck and Kam - through their own mother’s 
death as well.  Several students remember the 
comfort Mrs. W offered to them. 
     “I had the grace of God hovering over me, I 
guess,” Mary said.  She is genuinely surprised to 
hear from kids how much it meant to them to be 
able to confide in her. 
     Mary lives quietly alone now in a small house 
close to her beloved Blessed Sacrament Church.  
Dave is gone, but she senses his comforting pres-
ence around her all the time. 
     “I’m surrounded by him,” she says, pointing to 
the lamps and furniture Dave made with his own 
hands.   
     At Blessed Sacrament, she sits in a different 
pew.  It’s still painful to sit in the same spot she 
shared with Dave week after week for so many 
years.  “But otherwise,” she says, “I do what I 
always did, and I stay until the very end of Mass 
for the final blessing.  The last blessing is most 

helpful to me when I’m feeling a little depressed.” 
     And she is surrounded by her nine kids, 16 
grandkids, and one great-grandchild who adore 
her.  Her kids shovel her walk and help with yard-
work. 
     “They come over to borrow my roto-tiller to 
roto-till their gardens and forget to do mine!” she 
jokes.  But Mary, who doesn't drive out of town 
any more, says very seriously that her kids take 
her anywhere she'd like to go.  "That has been so 
important to me," she said. 
     This last Thanksgiving, Mary and her entire 
family gathered at son Dave’s house in Columbus, 
but for Christmas, Mary hopes they will all 
squeeze into her house in Grand Island.  She de-
pends on her nine children and is very thankful 
most of them live close by.  John, Bob, Paul and 
Janice all live in Grand Island.  Becky’s in Lin-
coln, Kathy’s in Iowa, Joan’s in Kansas, and 
Susan lives in Cook, Nebraska. 
     But Mary still feels close to her other family, 
too - the students and teachers at Grand Island 
Central Catholic. 
     “Those people taught me so much," she smiles 
her sweet Mary Walkowiak smile, "that it was as 
if I was in school myself!  I'll never forget them." 
     And Central Catholic will never forget Mary 
Walkowiak. 

Mrs. "W" - A Mother to Many 
by Cathy Howard 

The Walkowiak Family 
Front:  Becky, Mary, Dave, Bob 

Middle:  Kathy, Susan, Joan 
Back:  Dave T, Janice, John, Paul 

          Class Notes 
Alexis Janda ‘01 graduated from the 
University of Maryland with a Mas-
ter of Arts in Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies.  She is the Assis-
tant Director for Programming in The 
Office of Student Leadership and 
Community Development at the 
Lincoln Center campus of Fordham 
University in New York City.  She is 
an International Officer for her frater-

nal organization, Pi Beta Phi Frater-
nity for Women.  She works and 
lives in Midtown Manhattan.   

Mischa (Wanek ‘97 ) Libman is the 
assistant  editor for the Railway Age 
Magazine.  Mischa tells us that when 
interviewing initially nine years ago 
for the assistant editor position, she 
was asked if she had other skills or 

talents that would help her in her 
editorial position.  “I said I knew 
every preposition in the English 
language thanks to a song from my 
high school English teacher, Mrs 
Howard, who had us learn it for extra 
credit.  I offered to sing it, they lis-
tened and hired me that afternoon.”   
 
Raloh Kraning ‘62 was honored 

after working 26 years for the Inter-
nal Revenue Service.  He received 
the Albert Gallatin Award, which 
honors employees who have com-
pleted 20 or more years of service 
with the Treasury Department and 
performed to exemplary standards.  
Ralph and his wife, Rita (Janevec 
‘71) Kraning, live in Papillion., NE   
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Chistopher Rempe ‘96 and his wife, Julie,  had their first child.  Aaron 
Matthew Rempe was born on October 27, 2010.  He weighed 6lbs 6oz.   
 
Corey Dvorak ‘97 and his wife, Nicole, welcomed daughter Emery 
Rease Dvorak into their family on August 18, 2010. 
 

Lindsay (Spilinek ‘97) Bertrandt and her husband, Jeff, welcome a 
daughter, Cora Kathleen, who was born on April 2, 2010.  Cora joins 
brothers Cael and Carson.  The Bertrandt family lives in Mukwonago, 
WI. 
 

Ryan Deis ‘00 and his wife, April, welcomed Hattie Diann on August 12, 
2010. 
 
Joe Stump ‘02 and his wife, Jennifer, had a baby girl.  Emille Elizabeth 
was born on September 28, 2010. 
 
Kelli (Kosmicki ‘02) Bryant and her husband, Seth, had a baby boy.  
Finnegan was born on July 24, 2010. 
 
Geoff Spilinek ‘00 and his wife, Staci, welcomed Brayden Michael on 
July 8, 2010.  The Spilineks live in Raymore, MO. 
 
Nikki (Rieke ‘01) Franklin and her husband, Trevor, had a daughter.  
Alva Bella Franklin was born on September 12, 2010. 

        Alumni Weddings     
Class of  2000 

Ryan Deis and his wife, April, were married on April 25, 2009.  They 
live in Waverly, Nebraska.  Ryan is a Project Manager at Sampson 
Construction in Lincoln, while April is a RN Clinical Manager at 
Bryan Hospital in the Obstetrics Department.   
 

Class of 2003 

Nicholas Northup and Amber Horky were married on June 5, 2010, at 
Blessed Sacrament in Grand Island, Nebraska.   
 
Class of 1995 
Jim Pirnie and Jenni Scholl were married on July 17, 2010.  They live in 
Grand Island, Nebraska. 

           Baby Congrats    
As we enter the season of 
Advent, the students at 
Grand Island Central Catho-
lic School are involved in 
many different ways in 
celebrating this season. We 
recently completed a 
Thanksgiving food drive for 
needy families. Each class 
had separate items assigned 
for the food baskets, and the 
faculty was also involved 
with a food donation. The 
families were identified by 
the local parishes and com-
plete dinner preparation 
items were included in the 
family’s basket. 
Students have now started 
preparing for Advent and 
the preparation for Christ-
mas. Each year the students 
donate money for our 
Christmas Cheer projects. 
The monies collected are 
divided between the Grand 
Island Independent newspa-
per’s Christmas Cheer fund, 
Hope Harbor Christmas 
fund, and a special donation 
chosen by the Student 
Council. Students then 
celebrate an All School 
Mass on Tuesday December 
21, 2010, where the dona-
tions are made to each 

agency involved. Following 
the All School Mass, stu-
dents then celebrate with 
games and activities before 
a noon dismissal for Christ-
mas vacation. Central 
Catholic School hopes that 
these actions during the 
Thanksgiving and Advent 
season before Christmas 
show the involvement of 
our students helping needy 
families in our community. 
We continue to prepare for 
Catholic School’s week 
which this year will be 
celebrated during the week 
of January 30-February 5, 
2011.  During this week, 
Catholic schools around the 
world celebrate what makes 
our schools special. At 
GICC, we have a full week 
of activities which celebrate 
the faculty, students and 
staff. Of special interest is 
Tuesday, February 1, 2011, 
which is our Open House 
Information Day for pro-
spective new students and 
their parents. Aimed in 
particular at fifth graders 
and their parents, we have a 
full morning starting at 8:15 
a.m. and ending at 11:15 
a.m. of tours, informational 

meetings and entertainment 
by our students. Parents 
have the chance to ask 
questions, meet current 
students, and see the many 
ways Catholic Schools are 
an investment in their chil-
dren’s future. We also hold 
an evening session starting 
at 7:00 p.m. that same day 
for any parents who are 
unable to come during the 
morning. We need to ask 
for your help in identifying 
any prospective new stu-
dents and their parents. 
Please pass the word about 
our Open House day and 
call school at 384-2440 with 
any prospective family 
names. This will allow us to 
send them a personal invita-
tion to our Open House 
activities. 
Enjoy this Advent season 
leading to Christmas and 
please remember Central 
Catholic School in your 
prayers and year end giving. 
The Band of Angels Appeal 
goes directly to address the 
budget of our current year. 
Please be generous in your 
giving.  

   Greg Lodgson   Greg Lodgson   Greg Lodgson   
Superintendent, Central Catholic A No

te fro
m 

Can’t believe 2010 is coming to a close.  
And what a year it’s been at Central 
Catholic.   Enrollment’s up, students are 
doing well and there have been many 
athletic and fine arts accomplishments, 
even a well deserved, National Coaches 
Award for GICC’s own Sharon Zavala 
(Congratulations, Coach Zavala!!). 
It was a year of transition for the 13th 
annual Knight Dinner and Auction.  
After twelve years of the Knight at Fon-
ner Park, you’ll read on our front page 
that “A Dickens of the Knight” was held 
for the first time at Central Catholic.  
With all of the changes, I couldn’t be 
prouder of all of the “can-do” attitudes 
that our chairs Randy and Cheryl Kos-
micki and their volunteers exhibited.  
They are beautiful examples of what 
hard work and determination can accom-
plish all while entertaining a record 
crowd. 
I hope you will enjoy the continuing 
stories in our “Big Catholic Family Se-
ries” featuring the Golkas and Walkowi-
aks.  It’s our GICC Families that make 
us such a wonderful place to raise our 
young ones.  I know that there are many 
more stories out there.  Please don’t 

hesitate to call on us if you would like to 
share your stories with us. 
And in the season of giving, I hope that 
you’ll notice the insert in this Update.  
While things are good at GICC, the need 
to continue to raise funds remains.  Per-
haps you’ll feel your angel wings pulling 
at your heart string to send a gift to the 
Band of Angels Appeal or purchase a 
brick on the Crusader Wall of Honor in 
the new Athletic Center for our Building 
the Faith Capital Campaign.  It might 
make a great Christmas gift for that 
hard-to-buy for loved one. 
As you plan your year end giving, don’t 
hesitate to call on the Foundation Office 
with your questions.  Your gift is com-
pletely tax deductible and 100% of it 
goes to our students. 
Don’t be a stranger.  Call, stop by, or 
email us anytime.  And check us out on 
our website at centralcatholic-
development.com. 

 

Merry Christmas!, 
Karen (Pfeifer ’73) Robison 
 

P.S.ing………  It’s time for an All-
School Reunion this summer…July 23rd 
at GICC.   Get ready for fun!     

   Karen Robison   Karen Robison   Karen Robison   
Executive Director, Central Catholic Foundation 

A No
te fro

m 

All School Reunion - July 23, 2011 

At Central Catholic Schools 
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     Central Catholic sports fans are in for a nice 
surprise. 
     A new GICC website, giccathletics.com, 
was just created this year and enables fans to 
check scores, catch up on interviews with their 
favorite athletes and read columns by two stu-
dent athletes. 
     Created by Jerry Tynan, Steve Gratopp, Tom 
Osterbuhr and Howard Schumann, giccathlet-
ics.com has already received 1500 hits by read-
ers, and Tynan is happy with the link’s pro-
gress.    “We’ve been blessed with some very 
talented people helping us to carry this thing 
off,” he said.  “Jarod Adair designed the web-
site, and Bobbie Mills, Garrett Coble and 

Maggie Stump are the chief writers.  Marc 
Zavala and Bob Micek really helped us with 
the whole operation, and Rob Zavala is our stat 
man.” 
     Tynan said the purpose of the link was three 
fold:  to raise additional revenue for the Ath-
letic Booster Club, to promote athletes and 
coaches, and to get information to the dedicated 
fans and followers of Grand Island Central 
Catholic.  “We’ve met all those goals,” Tynan 
said.  “Athletic Booster Club revenues have 
risen from 31,000 to 35,000 dollars, and all our 
advertisers are listed on our site.  The top ten 
have banners on the front page.” 

     The site includes schedules and on-line 
sporting event results for both boy’s and girl’s 
athletic events.  Numerous features on athletes, 
coaches and general sporting events appear 
every month, and there are several links to area 
papers and television stations. 
     Our hope is that our alumni can also con-
tinue to follow the Crusaders online,” Tynan 
said, “and that grandparents and parents who no 
longer live in the area can check out their be-
loved Crusaders each season.” 
     Tynan said this winter, the website will try 
to carry live broadcasts online with Bill Gavers 
during the basketball season. 
     “Growth is coming!” said Tynan. 

Central Catholic Launches New Athletic Website 

     It’s official!  Coach Sharon 
Zavala has been named Nebraska’s 
winningest high school coach in 
Nebraska history in any sport.  
Coach Zavala was also featured in 
Sports Illustrated in October 2010. 
     Zavala’s winning streak began 
back in 1975 when the Crusaders 
beat Shelton.  During the past 35 
years, Zavala has brought home 
nine state championships including 
the 2010 35-0 winning streak, eight 
state runner-up finishes and 25 
appearances to the state tourna-
ment. 
     Zavala now coaches  the daugh-

ters of former players.  This year 
Mary (Brown) Brand, mother of 
current Crusader players Steph and 
Katie Brand, and Janiece (Liske) 
Jones, mother of former players 
Jenny and Jaci Jones, each played 
on Zavala’s first state champion-
ship team in 1981. Other players 
include Mary (Kittridge) Parting-
ton, mother of current GICC player 
Jamie Partington. 
     Coach Zavala believes that the 
“Central Catholic culture is goal-
oriented for success. People work 
hard together to keep this school 
running — priests, administrators, 

teachers, parents and community,” 
she said. “Our student athletes 
work hard and are intelligent. They 
have a great deal of home support, 
and we have been fortunate in the 
sport of volleyball to have had 
some great athletes who have pro-
vided leadership and were good 
role models for our young ath-
letes.” 
     Sharon will tell you that she 
“kind of fell in love with the game.  
The motivation of girls in volley-
ball is very easy.  They love the 
game, and the teamwork that’s 
involved in it is just really remark-

able.” 
     Winningest, outstandingest 
coach anywhere in Nebraska, eve-
ryone at GICC will tell you that we 
are proud to call Coach Sharon 
Zavala “our own”!   
     And on a 
final note, 
Sharon just 
received the 
2010 United 
States Sports 
Academy 
Award.  

Coach Sharon Zavala 

On Wednesday, September 29th, the students of Central Catholic wel-
comed over 125 grandparents to Mass and a social.   
  Father Sid Bruggeman from Saint Libory celebrated Mass on this Saint 
Michael’s Feast Day.  The many lessons he provided throughout the Mass 
spoke volumes to the young and old. 
 
It’s apparent by the smiles on the faces of these grandparents, as well as 
the gleam in their eyes, why our Central Catholic students excel.  Our tra-
dition of faith and family is rooted deeply by those we come from.   
  Proud students, proud grandparents… it doesn’t get any better than this!  

Grandparents / Special Friends Day! 

Devon Beck 
with grandmother 
Sharon Gleason 

Dustin Hempstead 
with grandmother 

Agnes Hempstead 

Ben Benton 
with grandparents 

Steve & Mary Holke 

and Mother Angela Benton 

Gerri Johnson, Taylor 

Hayes, Joyce Yosten 

& Kody Hayes 

Michael McGowan  
with grandmother 

Wauneta McGowan  
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I  n   M  e  m  o  r  i  a  m  September - November 2010 

George Dilla Jr Memorial 

McMullen, Floyd and Cathy 
 
Dr William Fowles Memorial 

Albers, Dr John and Marilyn Lee 
Allen, Eric and Conda 
Anderson, Melodee 
Anderson, Roy and Barbara 
Arthur, Timothy and Deborah 
Bartlett, Kevin and Beth 
Bednar, Thomas and Tami 
Bergholz, Chad and Sara 
Bosselman, Inc 
Cahoy, Dr Philip and Diana Marie 
Cannella, Dr John & Rose Ann 
Carpenter, Jonadyne 
Chmelka, David and Carole 
Christenson, Murry and Marlyn 
Cleary, Ann 
Conley, Jane 
Cook, Alan and Zelma 
Davis Floor Cleaning Service 
Dinsdale Chevorlet-Cadillac-GMC 
Dolton, Tom and Kristie 
Edelman, Kevin and Jill 
Family and Friends of Dr William 
Fowles 
Family Practice of Grand Island 
Fox, Scott and Laura 
Frankforter, Scott and Deanna 
Galloway, Ms Verna 
Gavers, Bill and Jody 
Gleason, Stephen and Sharon 
Goering, Fred and Joan 
Gortemaker, Joshua and Julie 
Grand Island Clinic 
Hancock, Robert and Patricia 
Harkins Eye Clinic 
Harms, Roger and Kathy 
Harris, Charles and Karen 
Harrison, Norm and Elizabeth 
Harty-Hill, Mary K 
Harty, Carol 
Herbek, Doug and Tena 
Herbek, Michael and Shawn 
Hock, Marc and Lori 
Hoelck, Ted & Nadean 
Hogeland, James and Gayle 
Hohnbaum, Thomas and Pamela 
Homan, Johanna 
Janulewicz, Gerald and Janet 
Jardine, Steve and Deb 
Jeffries, James 
Kalvoda, Mike and Stacey 
Kittridge, Richard and Jane 
Klostermeyer, Thomas & Margaret 
Kluthe, Troy and Tammy 
Knust, Glenn and Pat 
Kuntz, Gilbert and Mary 
Kutilek, Dr. Janice 
Lesiak, Dr Frank and Eileen 
Luebbe, Brant and Jeanne 
Luther, Clayton and Marilyn 
Maggiore, Hal and Jubi 
Maks, Mary 
Mathews, Dr Maurice and Maedean 
Maul, Doug and Karmin 
McCoy, Richard 
McElroy, John and Kathleen 

McFarland, Hank and Kathy 
McFarland, Robert 
MCHI Surgery Staff 
Meininger, Jason and Katie 
Moorberg, Mary Lou 
Moran, Dr Kim Mickels and Ron 
Mueller, Jeremy and Kate 
Nabity, Dr Stanley and Helen 
Neuhaus, Gregory and Leslie 
Niemoth, Lois 
Noakes, Joe and Karin 
Oswald, James and Patricia 
Partington, James and Mary Jane 
Partington, Patricia L 
Peterson, Ron and Becky 
Pfeifer, Alan and Elizabeth 
Pfeifer, Timothy and Susan 
Purvis, Gary 
Randone, Anthony and Melissa 
Reichert, Thelene 
Reilly, Dan and Monica 
Reilly, Dr John and Barbara 
Riley, Ron and Brenda 
Rohweder, Norm and Suzanne 
Rookstool, J and C 
Roush, Quinn and Jenny 
Saffer, Robert and Gayle 
Schaffer, Dave and Fran 
Schmidt, Steven and Cheri 
Schneider, Dr Steve and Karla 
Schwarz-Sealock, Shari 
Smart, Geoffrey and Leslie 
Stava, Shane and Lisa 
Stava, Ted and Kathy 
Stec, Dr Steven and Beckie 
Toner, Larry and Rose Ann 
Vieth, Chad 
Wakelin, Roger and Connie 
Wanitschke, George and Donna 
Wendt, Dr. James and MarySue 
Wenzl, Michael and Jean 
Werner, Connie 
Wieck, Jim and Ann 
Willman, Lisa 
Wojcik, Tim and Jolene 
Woodward, Bob and Carol 
Ziemba, Ronald and Shirley 
Ziller Tile, Inc. 
 
Arnold Harders Memorial 

Agricultural Services 
Family & Friends of Arnold Harders 
Hoelck, Leroy & Margaret 
Lewandowski, Ed and Marlene 
Maciejewski, Francis and Gladys 
McGowan, Wauneta 
Tucker, Georgiann Husen 
 

Lee Jablonski Memorial 

Rohweder, Norm and Suzanne 
 

Rachel Jensen Memorial 

Rohweder, Norm and Suzanne 
 

Patrick M 'Pat' Jones Memorial 
Liske, Leo and Maxine 
Wojcik, Tim and Jolene 
 

Jane Katen Memorial 

Katen, Colleen 
 

Eric Kayl Memorial 

Katen, Colleen 
Wiles, Ms Mary 
 

Mary Konat Memorial 

Schmidt, Betty 
Werner, Connie 
 

Wilfred W Kraft Memorial 

Janda, Dr David and Carol 
 

Allan Lechner Memorial 

Lewandowski, Mary Ann 
 

Mike Lewandowski Memorial 

Lewandowski, Mary Ann 
 

R.E. “Bob” Ley Memorial 

Dr Roland and Nancy Woodruff 
Bill Partington 
LeRoy and LaVern Wadzinski 
Jim Bigley 
James and Pat Kirschbaum 
Lawrence Huwaldt 
Ron and Christine Golka 
Mike Lowry 
Patricia Buettner 
John and Cathy Howard 
Tom and Jan Sorahan 
Jerry and Barb Meyer 
Lucille Riessland 
Wayne and J Rieke 
Bob and Carla Micek 
Debra Brummond 
Barbara Ruff 
Mark and Rita Czaplewski 
Bud Jeffries 
Rocella Noden 
George and Vickie Kyros 
Earl and Shirley Brodman 
Linell and Jerry Schultz 
Michael and Celeste Ley 
Steve and Share Gleason 
Alden and Shirley Johnson 
Lyle and Joan Hoelting 
Doug and Sharon Zirkle 
Bill, Nancy, Dale, & Karen Buettner 
Bob and Jan Ostdiek 
Bill and Jude Lammert 
Gordon and Phyllis Jones  
Robert and Mary Ellen Rupp 
Ron and Hap Purdy 
 
Gracie Mae Mueller Memorial 

Mueller, Jeremy and Kate 
 

Cody Murphy Memorial 

Buck, Deanne 
McGowan, Jack and Dee 
 

Jaclyn Partington Memorial 

Wojcik, Tim and Jolene 
 

Clarence Pfeifer Memorial 

Ripp, Dr Robert and Linda 
 

Gene Placke Memorial 

Lewandowski, Mary Ann 
 

Gerhard & Florence Placke 

Memorial 

Lewandowski, Mary Ann 
 

Jane (Easley) Seim Memorial 

Stava, Ted and Kathy 
 

Elsie Slattery Memorial 

Bergholz, Rose 
Cimpl, John and Marlene 
Dunn, Donald and Marsha 
Ernst, Gregory 
Kuntz, Gilbert and Mary 
Moore, Tom and Sherry 
Rohweder, Norm and Suzanne 
Slattery, Alan and Ruth Ann 
The Physician Network 
Tieszen, Mary 
 

John Stokman Memorial 

Bush, David and Dori 
Lewandowski, Mary Ann 
McGowan, Jack and Dee 
Rohweder, Norm and Suzanne 
 

Jim Stout Memorial 

Johnson, Karen 
Kittridge, John 
Kittridge, Richard and Jane 
Partington, James and Mary Jane 
 

Mary Margaret Woestman 

Memorial 

Meyer, Marian M 

Keeping these very 

special people in our 

hearts and prayers!

Memorial gifts 

are placed in the 

Permanent Endowment. 

 

Stop by the 

Foundation Office 

or visit our website at  
centralcatholic-development.com 

to see our 

Book of Memories, 

a tribute to those who 

have passed but 

will remain 

in our hearts forever! 
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JOHN CORTINAS ‘61 

08/07/2010 
 

COACH MIKE FITZPATRICK 
03/01/2009 
Husband of 

Kathie Fitzpatrick 
Father of 

Michael Fitzpatrick Jr 
 

DR WILLIAM FOWLES 

11/10/2010 
Husband of 
Kay Fowles 

Father of 
John Fowles 

Molly Roulette 
Katie Goering 

Grandfather of seven 
 

CAMILLE GLAZE 

10/02/2010 
Wife of 

Dallas Glaze 
Mother of 

Catherine Glaze 
Julia Swanson ‘84 
+ Fr David Glaze 

Grandmother of five 
Great Grandmother of two 

ARNOLD HARDERS 

07/25/2010 
Husband of 

Glorene (Mulligan ‘47) Harders 
Brother of  

+ Delbert Harders 
Francis Harders 

Evelyn Panowicz 
Joyce Rainforth ‘61 

Peggy BeckThomas ‘65 
Glenda Stittsworth ‘67 
+ Leona Rauert Malone 

Father of 
Tim Harders 
Tom Harders 
Kathy Hall 

Kristine Hewitt 
Michelle Rose 

Grandfather of seven 
 

RACHEL ‘RAE’ JENSEN 

09/05/2010 
Wife of 

+ Allen A Jensen 
Mother of 

Allen Jensen 
David Jensen ‘70 

Duane (Gus) Jensen ‘72 
Michael Jensen ‘77 

Mark Jensen ‘79 
Vivian Berry 

Grandmother of fourteen 
Great Grandmother of thirty-two 

 

MARY KONAT 

10/03/2010 
Wife of 

+ Dr Edward Konat 
Mother of 

Kristie Dolton ‘68 
Deborah Konat ‘67 
Mary Jo Eads ‘66 
Irene Entsminger 

Marcia Konat 
Greg Konat 
James Konat 
Felix Konat 

Thomas Konat 
Grandmother of twenty-six 
Great Grandmother of ten 

 

MARY LABENZ 

12/01/2010 
Wife of 

+ Alfred Labenz 
Mother of 

Mary Miller ‘63 
Barbara Labenz ‘67 

Patrick Lobenz ‘70 
Jean Hoge ‘72 

Rich Lobenz ‘74 
Grandmother of nine 

Great Grandmother of six 
 

ALICE PTACNIK 

09/29/2010 
Wife of  

+ Bill Ptacnik 
Father of 

Linda Rohovsky ‘64 
Deborah Simpson ‘70 

Grandmother of three including 
Will Rehovsky ‘06 

Great grandmother of two 
 

JOHN STOCMAN 
10/23/2010 

Wife of 
Peggy Stocman 

Father of 
Peter Stocman ‘79 

Kate Sloot ‘82 
Paul Stocman ‘84 
Dan Stocman ‘87 
Rachel Brown ‘93 

Grandfather of twenty-three 

   In Loving Memory 

        Every other day at Central 
Catholic High School, the little nun 
carried her watering can to the 
flower bed growing in front of the 
Blessed Mother statue in the main 
lobby.  She carefully tended, pruned 
and watered, and then she headed 
outside on warm days to give the 
petunias by the circle drive a drink 
of water. 

Sister Mary 
Leo, office 
secretary at 
Central 
Catholic for 
almost 20 
years, took 
care of the 

school in big ways and little ways.  
Many students remember her cau-
tioning them never to use the phone 
in the main office but always relent-
ing for the errant kid who’d forgot-
ten his lunch and needed to call his 
mom.  Others remember her pen-
chant for saving every piece of 
scrap paper.  Still, her fellow col-
leagues recall her cornucopia of a 
lunch bag that seemed to hold a 12-
course-meal. 

For all of us, Sister Mary Leo 
was not just the old time sister who 
modeled faith, thriftiness and 
Catholic virtue.  She was also our 
friend.  At Christmas time, she and 
her office companion Sister Sue 

decorated every inch of the school 
office until it looked like the movie 
set of a Griswold Christmas.  She 
checked on our health, made us 
treats for our birthdays, won a few 
basketball bets, and even advised us 
on the best way to get rid of a head-
ache. 

The day after she died, former 
students shared some of their 
memories on Facebook.  Teachers 
at Central Catholic who are old 
enough to remember the era of Sis-
ter Mary Leo era recalled that par-
ticular time with great fondness. 

“She taught me so much about 
thrift,” English teacher Julie Kayl 
remembers.  “Not a scrap of paper 

goes into the recycle bin until no 
white can be seen on it.  Sister Mary 
Leo was also such a kind person,” 
Julie said.  “She worked in that 
school office and answered any 
question whether it was logical or 
not.  She will be missed, but I’ll bet 
she is very happy and grateful to be 
with her angelic friends.” 

Sister Mary Leo Zeman was 
92 when she died on Nov. 1st.  
She’d been a Sister of St. Joseph for 
73 years, and for three quarters of a 
century, she smiled her sweet smile 
and was a friend to all of us. 

God bless you, Sister Mary 
Leo!  Your Central Catholic family 
will miss you. 

Sister Mary Leo Zeman Dies 
By Cathy (Brown ‘73) Howard 

Date:  August 1978 
Place:  Outside GICC 
main office door 

Situation:  Lunch Tickets 
     Every kid needs to eat lunch, but in order to 
go through the line, one needs to have a lunch 
ticket. 
     Who sells lunch tickets? 
     Sr. Mary Leo. 
     Do I really need to eat today or even this 
week?  I can find some stray chips and peeled 
off bread crusts to get me by.  That’s a much 
better option than having to go to the office and 

ask to buy lunch tickets from SR. MARY LEO. 
     Looking through the glass, I knew that look 
on her face means, “Stay Out”. 
     Yes, that is how I remember my first week at 
a new school in seventh grade.  The front office 
was nothing more than two nuns living the daily 
grind of managing the chaos of 400 people, Sr. 
Sue and Sr. Mary Leo.      
     Working at GICC now, I see why they had to 
be that way.  After all, if you’re too friendly to a 
kid, they never leave. 
     Sr. Mary Leo was here to do a job; she was 
here to do God’s will.  She did it very well, too.  

She helped GICC get through some rough wa-
ters back in the day.  Her efficiency was some-
thing you don’t see much of these days. I have 
proof of that in my desk drawer.  I keep items I 
find around the building from the old days that I 
consider sacred artifacts.  I am fortunate to have 
Sr. Mary Leo’s hand-held paper puncher.  How 
do I know it’s hers?  Because her name is en-
graved on it.  Not once, but in three different 
places. 
     God Bless you, Sister Mary Leo.  You are 
GICC. 

Remembering Sister Mary Leo 
By Mike Rohweder ‘84 
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Central Catholic Development Foundation 

1200 Ruby Ave 

Grand Island NE  68803 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

We Really Want To Hear From You!  Please keep us informed on new addresses, new jobs, marriages, births etc.  The Update relies on YOU! 

Contact us whichever way is most convenient, we’d love to hear from you! 
E-MAIL:  cchsdev@yahoo.com  Phone:  308-382-5499  FAX:  308-389-3274  Address:  1200 Ruby Ave, Grand Island, NE  68803 

Karen (Pfeifer ‘73) Robison, Cathy McMullen, Kate (Robison ‘94) Mueller, Emily Robison (‘99) 

The Update is published 3 times a year as a free newsletter for the donors, alumni and friends of the GICC Development Foundation.   

Spouses Name:                                                                                 Hobbies/Etc.:  

Grad Yr:  Name:       Maiden Name: 

Children: 

Phone:     E-Mail:       

Address:       City:    

La! 
La! Lala!  

La! 
La! Lala! 

Alumni, remember when?
From Orientation’s Past! 

7pm Parent Session for those 
unable to attend Tuesday morning 

Open House and Information Day 
Tuesday, February 1, 2011, starting at 8:15am till 11:15am  at GICC.   

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
     Students attending will receive a GICC tee-shirt and key chain.  All interested 

students and parents are invited, but special attention will be given to families 
with students currently in fifth grade (next year sixth graders) 

• Information sessions for students and parents 
• Entertainment and ice cream treat 
• Tour of Central Catholic 
• Parental question and answer session 

Fifth Grade Orientation Time 
February 1, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tell a friend… share the excitement!! 
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